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Meaning of Social Problems:

Social problems are issues or conditions that negatively affect a significant number of
people in a society and are considered undesirable by the community. These problems
disrupt the normal functioning of society and often require collective efforts to solve or
manage them.

Definition of Social Problems:
1. Horton and Leslie:

“A social problem is a condition affecting a significant number of people in ways they
consider undesirable, about which they think something should be done through collective
social action.”

2. Lundberg:

“A social problem is a form of deviant behavior that is considered to be a threat to the
social order.”

3. Maclver and Page:

“A social problem is a condition which many people consider undesirable and want to
correct.”

Key Characteristics of Social Problems:

Socialin nature — They affect large groups, not just individuals.

Undesirable — Society sees them as harmful or wrong.

Changeable — They can be solved or improved through human effort.
Interconnected — One problem often leads to or is connected with others.
Value-based - What is considered a problem varies by culture, time, or society.
Examples of Social Problems:

Poverty

Unemployment
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Domestic violence



10. Child labor

11. Gender inequality

12. Substance abuse

13. Crime and corruption
14. Environmental pollution
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